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Last Saturday, my sister, Kathy, Angela, and I  

went to Barton Creek Mall. 
Kathy wanted to buy a new pair of shoes,  
 and I needed some cosmetics.   
We spent some productive hours  

in the shoe department, 
  before heading over to cosmetics. 
The young man working there  

was extremely helpful and very cordial. 
In only a few minutes, he was ringing up my purchases. 
Surprisingly, he did not urge me to buy  

anything other than what I had asked for.  
 
As we waited for the receipt to print, I asked   

if the promotion for free fingernail polish  
with a purchase was still running. 

He said, “No, but I have some left, 
and you are welcome to have two bottles.” 

I thanked him for his kindness. 
While Kathy and Angela  

carefully made their selections, 
  I found myself thinking about the young man 
   and wishing I had an opportunity  

to get to know him better. 
He radiated such generosity of spirit. 
Suddenly, I found myself wishing  

I could see life through his eyes, 
 see life from his perspective. 

 
It is difficult for any of us to see life  

through another person’s eyes.   
Not having lived their life, 
 we can only imagine what their life  

has been like. 
only imagine how their experiences  

might have shaped and molded them. 
It is difficult under the best of circumstances.  
The more different people are from us, 
 the more difficult it is  

to put ourselves in their shoes. 
The young man at the cosmetic counter was gay. 
I wanted to see through his eyes  

not for any voyeuristic reason 
 but so I might know more fully the challenges  



  he had faced and overcome  
   to become the person he is. 

He had my utmost respect. 
 
We are all different from one another. 
Some of us are more different than others. 
The Ethiopian eunuch is such a person. 
He is vastly different from everyone he meets. 
He is exceedingly wealthy. 
He rides in a chariot,  
 a two-seater model. 
He has the means to travel from Ethiopia to Jerusalem,  
 a 1,600 plus mile trip,  
  and to purchase a scroll  

of the writings of the prophet Isaiah. 
He is well educated,  
 and as the administrator  

of the Ethiopian treasury,  
a very well placed man. 

He is also a eunuch,  
 a man, who at a young age  

had been castrated against his will  
so he could serve at court. 

There is one more thing  
that makes the Ethiopian eunuch different  

from everyone else. 
He left the faith of his culture  

to become a follower  
of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Everything about the man~ 
 his economic status, 
  his educational level, 
   his sexual identity,   

his social standing,  
 his religious belief ~ 
  makes him different 
   and so both difficult to understand  

and hard to relate to. 
 
The Ethiopian eunuch is traveling along the road  

from Jerusalem to Gaza on his way home.  
He had visited David’s city to worship there. 
His sexual identity, however, made that problematic. 
Deuteronomy 23 says point blank 

that eunuchs may not worship in the Temple. 
That passage would prohibit him from worshipping there. 
But, Isaiah 56 says that the day is coming  

when eunuchs will be allowed to worship in the Temple. 
These two competing scriptures prevent us  



from being able to say with any certainty  
whether or not he gained entry to the Temple.  

But, what he is reading  
as he bounces across the desert road  

gives us a clue. 
He is reading chapter 53 of the Isaiah scroll which says,  

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
     yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
     and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
     Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
     stricken for the transgression of my people.” 
 
The sorrowful tone of this passage  

and the  bleakness of the words,  
“he was cut off from the land of the living”  

suggests that the Ethiopian eunuch  
was not allowed to worship in the Temple. 

How painful it must have been  
to experience such exclusion. 

How painful to make  
such a long, arduous, expensive trip 

and then be turned away. 
How painful to be so close and yet so far. 
 
What the Ethiopian eunuch is reading  

also gives us insight into the essence of the man. 
His life was dramatically altered 
 and he was powerless to prevent it. 
He was in every way like a sheep led to the slaughter. 
A terrible injustice had been done to him ~ 

an injustice  
that made him different from other people; 

an injustice,  
that denied him the simple pleasures of 

wife and family, 
easy going companionship with others, 

worshipping as he pleased. 
His is a lonely, solitary life. 

 
 Unbeknownst to the Ethiopian eunuch,  
 God puts a plan in action  
  that will dramatically change his life. 
The plan involves Philip,  

one of six men chosen  
to be the first deacons of the early church.   



God’s Spirit inspires Philip,  
to leave his work in Samaria  

and go to Gaza.  
Out there on the desert road, 

the two men’s paths cross. 
 
As soon as Philip spots the chariot,  
 the Spirit instructs him  
  to go up and serve the one riding therein. 
Immediately, Philip begins running toward the chariot.  
Drawing close, he hears the man reading Isaiah.  
Philip asks him,  
 “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
The man  responds,  

“How can I if no one explains it to me?” 
This response suggests that he is not able to interpret scripture, 

because he is not allowed to go to synagogue  
 where scripture is studied. 

 
Realizing that Philip’s question is a subtle offer  

to explain the passage to him,  
the Ethiopian eunuch invites him  

to join him in the chariot.  
Philip doesn’t have to be asked twice. 
Taking his place alongside the Ethiopian eunuch,  

he begins explaining it  
through the lens of Jesus Christ. 

Philip tells him Jesus is the one who was led away to death. 
Jesus allowed himself to be crucified  

in order to reveal God’s great love for the world 
 and to free people from bondage. 

Hearing this good news,  
 the Ethiopian eunuch asks, 
  “Is there anything  

to prevent me from being baptized?” 
All the unrealized hope the Ethiopian eunuch  

has carried in his heart is bound up in his question. 
When Philip offers no reason,  

the Ethiopian eunuch stops the chariot, 
and the two men go into the water  

where Philip baptizes him.  
Afterward, the Spirit sends Philip to Azotus  
 and the Ethiopian eunuch goes on his way rejoicing.   
 
In the past week,  

many people have had something  
to say about the riots in Baltimore, 

which followed the death of Freddie Gray. 
 In the recent past,  



there has been a spate of deaths  
of African-American men  

at the hands of white police officers. 
The link between all these deaths 

 is the two groups cannot see the world  
through the eyes of the other.   

They have not walked in each other’s shoes.  
 
Problems have been simmering in Baltimore for a long time.   
In 1970, about a third of the labor force  

had manufacturing jobs and a living wage  
that went with it.   

“In 2000, only 7% of city residents 
 had manufacturing jobs,  

and the losses have continued since.” 
(E.J. Dionne, Jr., “Roots of Baltimore’s Strife in Disappearance of Jobs,” The 
Austin American Statesman, May 1, 2015.). 
To make matters worse, poor blacks,  

unlike poor whites with more mobility,  
were stuck where they were.   

The loss of jobs precipitated  
a loss of income,  

a loss of opportunity,  
a loss of structure,   
 and a loss of hope. 

No doubt that the people living  
 in the poorest areas of Baltimore  

feel as if their lives are cut off  
from the land of the living.  

 
It is so easy to judge those different from us 
 and concurrently far more difficult to understand  
  where they are coming from,   
   why they do the things they do. 
Yet, that is exactly what we must try to do. 
It is imperative  

that we look beyond who we think they are 
 and see them as God sees them,  
  see them as God’s beloved children. 

But, that is not all. 
Seeing them as God sees them is only the first step. 
We must also act in ways  

that will actively promote people’s well being.  
We must stand against prejudice,  

work to promote justice, 
  create opportunities for employment and education,  
   and redress inequality and misuse of power. 
In these ways and more,  
 we move beyond indifference, judgment, passivity  



to love of neighbor. 
We cannot say we love God 
 if we don’t love our neighbor, 

for how can we say we love God, 
 whom we have not seen  
 if we do not love our neighbor,  
  whom we have seen. 

It’s just as simple and hard as that.  Amen. 
 


