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Soon after he begins his ministry,  

 Jesus calls four men, 

  first Simon and Andrew, 

   then John and James, 

    to come and follow him. 

The men are common laborers, fishermen,  

 doing what fishermen do,  

  casting and mending their nets. 

Each has a life they are living; 

they have homes and a wife and children; 

 they are active village life 

and members of a faith community 

There is nothing extraordinary about the men 

that prompts Jesus to call them. 

Nonetheless, Jesus calls them saying,  

“Follow me, and I will make you  

become fishers of men.” 

He calls them 

not because of who they are 

but of who they can become. 

It is that possibility, 

 the possibility of becoming who they are not, 

  that prompts the four men  

   to leave what they are doing  

    and follow Jesus. 

 

Hearing the word, repent, today, 

 we immediately associate it with sin, 

repent of your sins, 

turn away from your sin. 

That connection was made very early in the life of the church. 

John the Baptist made it 

years before the church was founded.   

He practiced baptism for the repentance of sin 

and urged people to be baptized  

as a sign of their repentance.  

Yet, the word repent does not only mean turn away from sin.  

It can also mean 

 turn away from you are doing,  

  turn away from what you previously believed,  

   “ . . . turn away from your prior trusts and loyalties.”  

 (Lee Barrett, “Theological Perspective, Feasting on the Word, Year B, Vol. 2, p. ). 

Jesus is using repent in this way when he announces,  

“The Kingdom of God is at hand;  

repent and believe in the gospel.” 



Repent ~ 

 turn away from what you are currently doing. 

  turn away from what you have believed up to now,  

   turn away from your current trusts and loyalties. 

Long before Jesus invites us to repent by confessing our sin, 

 he invites us to repent, to turn away,  

and follow him. 

If and when we do, 

he makes us  

fishers of men and women and children 

fishers of the possibility God continually  

seeks to birth in the world.  

 

Jesus’ call of the four fishermen  

shifts their perception of themselves. 

It awakens them to the possibility   

that they might become something they are not,  

 that they too might become fishers of people,  

  proclaimers of God’s possibility in the world. 

It is exceedingly difficult  

for us to change our perception  

of the world, others and ourselves 

for our experiences and relationships 

mold us and make us.  

They impact who we are, how we see, what we see. 

More often than not, 

 change starts with something outside of, beyond ourselves. 

That “something” becomes a catalyst of change. 

Someone invites us to come and see. 

A teacher tells us we are good  

at explaining math problems to our classmates. 

We discover we have a knack or a love  

for fixing cars or building things or taking care of animals. 

Our pastor suggests we think about going to seminary. 

Something happens and suddenly the door  

of life-giving, life-enhancing possibility opens wide. 

That is a kingdom thing,  

for God is continually moving over  

the waters of our lives seeking the very best for us. 

God is in the business of awakening us to possibility,  

 to the possibility of  

new ways thinking, new ways of being, new ways of living. 

Always, God’s possibility  

turns us in a new direction, 

 sets us a new path, 

  opens us to new understanding. 

 

Even as God is birthing new possibility in our lives, 

 God allows us to choose to turn and follow or not.  



Jonah is a wonderful example  

of someone, who turns away from God’s possibility 

 not once but repeatedly. 

God calls Jonah to go to Nineveh 

and tell the people to repent of their wicked ways. 

Nineveh is the capitol of Assyria,  

 which at the time of Jonah’s call,  

  is the at the top of the food chain in Palestine.   

Jonah knows he will be in danger  

if he delivers that message to the Ninevites.   

So, he boards a ship bound for Tarshish  

 which is 2000 miles in the opposite direction.  

That does not work out well for Jonah.   

A huge storm comes up. 

It tosses the ship to and fro like a matchstick. 

The sailors, knowing something foul is afoot, 

 toss the dice to see who has brought the tragedy upon them 

and learn the culprit is Jonah. 

Realizing the jig is up, 

 Jonah tells the sailors to toss him overboard, 

which they do. 

Immediately a whale swallows Jonah.  

After 3 unpleasant days, the whale vomits Jonah on dry land.   

 

That experience teaches Jonah he cannot hide from God. 

So, when God calls him to go to Nineveh a second time, 

 Jonah goes. 

Jonah starts on the city’s outskirts and begins proclaiming, 

 “Forty days and Nineveh will be no more.” 

It takes him three days to cross Nineveh. 

Never in those three days  

does Jonah speak a word about God’s mercy and grace. 

Never does he suggest that God will relent  

if the people repent, turn away from their wickedness. 

He remains silent about the possibility of a different outcome 

 though both his people and he have been the recipients  

of God’s saving grace time and again. 

Jonah is angry,  

 angry with God,  

angry with the Ninevites,   

angry with himself. 

His anger leads him to preach a message of fire and brimstone. 

Then waits to see the coming destruction.  

 

Wonder of wonders! 

The Ninevites hear and believe Jonah’s proclamation. 

They repent, 

one and all, 

from the greatest to the least,  



even the beasts of the field. 

They put on sackcloth and ashes  

and urgently call upon God  

 so they will not perish. 

Seeing their contrition, God relents.  

 

You would think that Jonah would be happy  

 that the people heard and believed him. 

But, he’s not. 

He furious with God and cries out,  

 “I knew it! 

  Knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God,  

   a God who relents from sending calamity. 

Let me die,  

for it is better for me to die than live.” 

Afterwards, Jonah withdraws to a place outside the city  

 and sits there in the hot sun. 

God causes a vine to grow up and provide shade for Jonah. 

When the vine withers and dies, 

 Jonah once again begins to rail at God. 

God says to Jonah,  

 “If you feel sorrow for the loss of a plant,  

  don’t you think I can feel sorrow  

for the loss of 120,000 people?” 

 

Interestingly, we don’t get to hear  

Jonah’s response to God’s question. 

His story ends there.  

That ending may be unsatisfactory for us; 

yet, it serves a purpose. 

It emphasizes God’s action. 

It reminds us  

that God continually and repeatedly  

sets life giving possibility before us  

 regardless of our response to us.  

Think about it.  

Repeatedly, God calls Jonah to embrace possibility,  

to embrace  

a new way of thinking,  

a new way of being,  

a new way of living. 

Repeatedly, Jonah turns and runs away from God. 

When he does do as God asks,  

 he does it begrudgingly and halfheartedly 

and in the process distorts God’s character. 

Regardless, God continues to reach out to Jonah  

and extend to him the possibility  

of thinking anew, seeing anew, living anew.   

He offers Jonah the possibility  



of growing in tolerance, forgiveness, and compassion. 

In the end, we don’t know how Jonah responds to God. 

But, we can trust  

God will continue reaching out to him, 

for the story assures  

our God is a God of love and compassion,  

not wrath.   

Our God is a God of unfettered possibility, 

 a God who calls us to come and follow  

all the days of our life.  Amen. 

 
  
 
 


