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What’s Love Got to Do with It?

It is so good to go, 

and it is so good to come home ~



to be at home with family and friends 




and to worship with you once again. 

I had long dreamed of going to Ireland


and more than once asked George why he was invited 


to go everywhere around the world



but the one place I had my heart set on going. 
The day he came home and told me 


that he had been invited 


to give a paper in Ireland,



I jumped at the chance to accompany him. 

Ireland was everything I had hoped 

it would be and more ~



cool weather, 




verdant, fertile country sides,





and the most hospitable people.
The added bonus is that the Irish speak English, 


most of which we could understand.  

Everywhere we went we were able 


to talk with the people and to read the papers,  



which allowed us to better understand



the  country and its people.

I especially enjoyed talking with the taxi drivers.
Since we did not rent a car, 


we talked with many of them.  

All were eager to talk

and had intelligent, well-informed opinions 



about Ireland’s severe economic woes




and almost everything else.

Their opinions were shaped 


in large part by the papers, 



which not only strongly advocated for the people 


but also held the government responsible for its actions.  

During our time there, I came to believe


that Irish press does a better job 


of advocating for the people 

 

than our do papers. 

I spent several hours every day reading the papers.  

An editorial that caught my attention had to do 


with the human tendency to misquote famous people,


to break down what they say to sound bites.  
You may be skeptical 

that such a thing can happen today


what with the internet 



and Google 




and Wikipedia  



hovering in the background.  

Are you willing to take a little test?

Who said, 


“Be the change you want 


to see in the world”?

You think Gandhi?

Well maybe yes, maybe no. 
It is a wonderful quote,


and it certainly sounds like the man himself. 

But, did Gandhi actually say it?

The author of the editorial maintains that he did not. 
Disbelieving the author’s assertion, 

I spent hours and hours on the internet 



after we returned home




trying to find out 





if the quote did in fact come from Gandhi.

Finally one night in the wee hours, 

I found what I was looking for.  
The answer came from Gandhi’ grandson, Arun, 


who said the quote is a paraphrase 



of a longer paragraph which says, 




We but mirror the world. 



All the tendencies present 




in the outer world



are to be found in the world




 of our body.



 If we could change ourselves,




 the tendencies in the world 





would also change. 






As a man changes his own nature, 




so does the attitude of the world 






change towards him. 



This is the divine mystery supreme. 



A wonderful thing it is 




and the source of our happiness. 




We need not wait to see 




what others do.
(Gandhitopic.org/forum/topics/Enuga S. Reddy, 2.2.2009)
The Gandhi quote and the soundbite are vastly different 


from one another. 
Right about now, 


you may be thinking, 



“Why should I care 



if this is a direct quote 





or a paraphrase?”
Should we care?

I think we should, 


because what we say 



goes to the ground of who we are.

What we say reveals who we are. 
Our words reveal 


the degree of our integrity, 



the depth and clarity of our thought, 




and the measure of our concern 





for the world and others.  
If we reduce peoples’ words to sound bites, 


we run the risk of reducing them 


to sound bites ,




of misinterpreting them 





of missing the deeper meaning 






of what they are saying.

The understanding that what we say reveals 


who we are 



stands at the very heart 




of today’s gospel reading. 

Although the passage is only four verses long, 


it packs a wallop. 

It starts out tame enough.

Jesus is talking with the disciples 


about conflict resolution, 



something beneficial to all of us.
But, then in verse 18, 


Jesus seems to take a wrong turn 



when he tells the disciples 



to treat those who prefer conflict to peace




as tax collectors and Gentiles.
On first hearing, it sounds as if Jesus


is instructing his disciples 



to ostracize recalcitrant troublemakers.

The question is, 


“Would Jesus bid us ostracize anyone?”

The noted twentieth century theologian, 

William Barclay, maintains 
that today’s gospel passage is 


one of the most difficult 




in all of Matthew’s gospel.
He says, 


“Its difficulty lies in the undoubted fact 


that it does not ring true; 



it does not sound like Jesus;




it sounds more like the regulation 





of a church committee.” 
(Rev. Scott McCarthy quoting Wm. Barclay, Church of Scotland website, 9.4.11)
Barclay’s conclusion is that verse 18 is spoken


not by Jesus 



but rather by the early church 




that was focused more on rules and regulations




than love and forgiveness.  
What do you think?

Is Jesus speaking in verse 18 


or is it the early church that is speaking?

I think that Jesus is speaking,

that he is telling us 



to treat troublemakers 



as tax collectors and Gentiles.  

But ~ and this is the hinge on which the passage rests ~


Jesus is not telling us to treat troublemakers 


as his world treated tax collectors and Gentiles.

Rather, he is calling us to treat troublemakers 

as he treated tax collectors and Gentiles, 



calling us to love them, 




to welcome them





to be kind to them.  

Jesus preaches love

because he knows that it is the way ~the only way ~ 



to establish peace and justice in the world.

Love and its offspring peace and justice 


will not flourish in our world



if they do not first flourish in us, 
for  God uses no means other than us, 

warts and all, 


to transform the world.

Jesus points to that divine mystery when he says, 


“Whatever  you bind on earth 



is bound in heaven,

  
and whatever  you  loose on earth, 



is loosened in heaven.”

Our actions are every bit as important as our words 


and when viewed together, 



the two reveal the full measure of who we are.

What we do individually 

impacts our communal life. 
Our actions bind or loose the community.

They move the community towards ever increasing degrees 

of peace and justice 



or they  impede its progress. 

If we continually denigrate, ostracize, vilify, malign

certain people,
that prejudice can become a part 


of a country’s collective memory.

The walls of prejudice cast shadows, 


which are long and deep and dark. 

In its long life, Ireland has endured much.

And its collective memory, 


like our own country’s, 

is tainted with prejudice and distrust 

of certain groups.

When I told a taxi driver 


that I would like to one day visit Northern Ireland, 

he said, 


“I would never go there! 



Those people are not like us.




They are more like the English, 





not very friendly 






and definitely not to be trusted.”

Another driver told us that to this day 


there are people in Ireland known as 



“the ones who took the soup.”

The got their name 


during the potato famine in the 1840’s


when in an effort to alleviate suffering, 




many different  protestant groups 




rushed in and set up poor houses 






to feed the starving people.  

But, to get the soup, 


people had to disavow any allegiance 



to the Catholic Church.

It is amazing to me 


that one hundred and seventy years later, 


certain families are still known 




as soupers  “the ones who took the soup.”

Prejudice does cast long, deep, dark shadows.
It can suck the life out of us and the world. 
On this the Sunday before 9/11, 


I can’t help but wonder



what our collective memory of the men



who carried out the attacks against the US 




will be.
Will we see the men


as terrorist who happened to be Muslim

or will we see them as Muslims


who were terrorists?

Will we let the acts of a few color our attitude


towards an entire group of people?
Will we view all Muslims 

with fear and suspicion and distrust 

or will we love them, welcome them, show kindness to them?
Prejudice’s shadows are long and deep and dark, 


and prejudice always works 


against both peace and justice. 

May our words and our deeds 


reveal the full measure of who we are ~ 


Children of God, 




Disciples of Christ, 





People sent to show love






and to work for peace and justice.
What’s love got to do with it?

Nothing less than everything!  Amen. 

